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come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. GABBARD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND JOSHUA 
LEU 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Kansas (Mr. MAR-
SHALL) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MARSHALL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to salute and say thanks during 
Pastor Appreciation Month. This one is 
particularly special, as one of my own 
church’s pastors gave the opening 
prayer to this body just moments ago. 

From baptisms to weddings to funer-
als, pastors give us encouragement to 
meet the demands of life. They give 
spiritual balance to a material world 
and are spiritual leaders for a nation 
deemed ‘‘one Nation under God.’’ 

I thank my current pastor, Pastor 
Josh Leu; his wife, Ashley; his lovely 
daughters, Karys and Khora. I also 
want to thank my pastor of 20 years, 
Pastor Bill Johnson, and his wife, Lois. 

Thanks for all you have done for us, 
for my family, for my community, and 
for my church. 

Like Pastor Bill always used to say: 
Have a good day, if you want to. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s all reach out to 
pastors and their families to tell them 
thanks for all they do for us. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ROGERS of Alabama). The Chair will en-
tertain up to 15 further requests for 1- 
minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY’S 40TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I was grateful to join Sec-
retary Rick Perry and my colleagues, 
Congressman CHUCK FLEISCHMANN, 
Congressman JOE BARTON, and Con-
gresswoman MARCY KAPTUR, yesterday 
to celebrate the Department of Ener-
gy’s 40th birthday. 

The goals presented of progressing 
our science, protecting our Nation, and 
promoting our energy were meaningful 
to me, having served as Deputy Gen-
eral Counsel under Secretary Jim 
Edwards of the Reagan administration. 
I was also grateful to have worked at 
the Savannah River Site, where I saw 
firsthand so many dedicated personnel. 

In Washington, I served with General 
Counsel R. Tenney Johnson; was wel-
comed by Administrative Assistant 

Marsha McQueen; and was trained by 
Deputy General Counsel Eric Fygi, who 
was recognized as an original DOE staff 
member. 

I look forward to working with Sec-
retary Perry to ensure continued 
progress on our nuclear cleanup mis-
sions, effective stewardship of the nu-
clear weapons stockpile, and continued 
research and development at our Na-
tion’s national labs. DOE now clearly 
promotes energy development to create 
jobs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

IRAN NUCLEAR DEAL 

(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, the Iran 
nuclear deal is far from perfect. There 
are outstanding issues, like ballistic 
missiles, that are and should be ad-
dressed outside the nuclear agreement. 

Ultimately, the goal of this deal was 
to prevent Iran from attaining a nu-
clear weapon and averting all-out war. 
This is exactly what it has done. 

Now, President Trump is threatening 
to pull out from the deal and break our 
commitments to Iran and our allies, 
with no evidence to prove that Iran has 
not complied. In fact, the IAEA and 
our U.S. military and intelligence 
sources unanimously agree that Iran 
has remained compliant to the agree-
ment. 

Walking away from the Iran nuclear 
agreement that, so far, is working will 
likely cause Iran to restart its nuclear 
weapons program, eliminate the possi-
bility of diplomatic negotiations to 
denuclearize North Korea, kick off a 
nuclear arms race, and greatly increase 
the chances of nuclear war. 

If President Trump breaks our com-
mitment to the Iran deal, the Amer-
ican people have everything to lose and 
nothing to gain. For the peace and se-
curity of the American people, we must 
uphold our commitment to this nuclear 
deal. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ALABAMA STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE JAMES BUSKEY 

(Mr. BYRNE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Alabama State Rep-
resentative James Buskey. 

Representative Buskey recently an-
nounced that he will be retiring from 
the Alabama House of Representatives 
after 42 years of representing people in 
Mobile, Alabama. 

He was first elected to the House in 
1976, making him one of the longest- 
serving legislators in Alabama history. 
Outside of the legislature, Representa-
tive Buskey spent much of his life 
working in public education, including 
as a school administrator at E.S. 
Chastang Middle School in Mobile. 

While we have had our share of polit-
ical differences, I have always appre-
ciated his institutional knowledge and 
respected his passion for our local com-
munity. I am honored to call James a 
friend and appreciate his decades of 
service to the people of Mobile and Ala-
bama. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish James and his 
wife, Vergie, all the best upon his re-
tirement and the years ahead. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF HANNAH 
AHLERS 

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, on October 1, 
2017, a gunman opened fire on thou-
sands of innocent people at a music fes-
tival in Las Vegas. 

As our families mourn, I want to 
honor the life of Hannah Ahlers, a wife, 
mother, daughter, sister, friend to 
many, and beloved by her community, 
whose life was taken too soon. Her 
brother recently told me: ‘‘She was 
loved by everyone that met her . . . she 
was our sunshine.’’ 

Her beautiful personality was felt by 
all, from her family and friends, to the 
mothers she worked with in her chil-
dren’s schools, to the volleyball team 
she volunteered with. As her husband 
shared: ‘‘She wasn’t too good for any-
body; beautiful inside and out.’’ 

At 34, her dedication to family and 
community is felt in her home in the 
city of Beaumont and across the Inland 
Empire. 

On behalf of my wife, Monica, and 
the entire 36th Congressional District, 
we join together as a community to 
mourn her heartbreaking loss and cele-
brate her life. 

To Hannah’s husband, Brian; her 
children, Briannah, Brice, and Hailey, 
our thoughts and prayers are with you. 
We commit to take up Hannah’s man-
tle of dedication by serving our own 
communities. Her love and devotion 
will never be forgotten. 

f 

NATIONAL FARMERS DAY 
(Ms. STEFANIK asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, when 
you eat today, you can thank a farmer. 

Across this great Nation, over 3 mil-
lion farmers work tirelessly each day 
to produce the food that feeds our fam-
ilies and keeps our country running. 

From Grace-Way Dairy Farm in 
Lowville to Everett Orchards in Peru, I 
have been blessed to meet with so 
many farmers that make up the back-
bone of our north country economy. 
Many of these family farms in my dis-
trict produce dairy, apples, honey, 
wine, and the most delicious maple in 
the country. 

As Congress works on the next farm 
bill, we need to focus on supporting 
those who support our Nation’s food 
supply. 
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